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NARRATIVE 

„ 

Capt. PET TON CONDUCT 
ö In the ” 


WEE rain ton finding he ſhould 
be deprived by Death of an Op- 
W g- portunity of clearing up his Con- 
duct at (a Court-Martial,) during 

the Time he commanded a Squa- 


dron of his Majeſty's Ships in India, laid his 
laſt Injunctions on his Family to publiſh the 
tame, and whit 47 5 to him relatiye there- 


to, 


\ 


[ 4 1 5 
to, in as clear a Manner as the Papers be leſt 
behind him would admit of, leaſt the World 
for want of a true State of a Conduct for which 
it was well known he was ſuſpended and con- 
fin'd, ſhould think it would not bear the Lig cht, 
and that he, his Family, and Friends for that 
| Reaſon choſe to have it bury'd in Oblivion. 
Agrecable to thoſe "ont Foun the follow- 
ing Sheets are publiſh'd, which (aſter inſerting 
a Lift of the Enghfh and French Squadrons) 
begin with a Letter written by him to the Ad- 
miraley from Calcutta, giving a Narrative of 
his Proceedings from the Time of Commodore 
Barnet's death, to the Date of the ſaid Letter; 
and flatter myſelf, they will, in the Concluſion, 
ſhew that his Conduct was perfectly right, con- 
ſidering the Situation of AR Airs and that he de- 
ſerved a Treatment the reverſe of that which 
fell to his Lt. 
He had ved in the Navy Forty the 
more than Twenty of which he was a Com- 
miſſion'd Officer in conſtant Imployment, 
during which Time he not only ſery'd: with- 
out Reproach, but was always eſteemed as an 
Officer to be depended on by the Commanders 
in Chief, and the Captains fg which he 
ſeryed, either as Captain or Lieutenant. 
It is hoped therefore that no one will be 


8 offended at any Truths told in the following 


Sheets in order to ſhew that the latter Part of 
his Days were correſpandant with the. former, 
 Sobmlting 


451 


Submiting the Whole to the Candour of 
wwe Publick, and aſſuring them that every 
Thing alſerted in the ſame is taken from 
authentic Papers which are ready to be pro- 
duced by his Family to any one who may 
doubt hs Truth of any Part of it; ſhall 
beg with the Narrative. 15 | 
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A LIST of the PI % Squadron under the 
2, Command of Captain PEY TON. 


. No. Men. Guns. Weight of Metal. 
Medway, 400 60 6 9 24 


Harwich, 359 50 6 12 24 
Wincheſter, „ 
Hreſton, 300 o 60% Þ 


 Medways-prize. 180 36 6 o 9 


1480 246 


Lively of Twenty Guns not in the Line, 
great Part of her Men being taken on board 
the other Ships which were all thort of the 
above Complement, 

The LIST of the rack Ships was taken 

ſome Time after the Action, and it is ſuppoſed 
that all the Guns were either not on board at 
the Time of Action, or that ſome of them 
were peſter'd with Stores the ſaid Ships had 
on board for the Uk of e 


14 A LIST 


# . 
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A LIS T of the French Squadron com- 
hg manded by. Captain BouRDANAy. 


Ne. n Guns. Wight 9 


Achilles, 600 oa 6 18 18 
; Bourbon, 450 „ 6 13 18 
E Phenix, 450 54 6-12 18 


Duke o Orleans, 350 6 09.12 
IN id 350 ; 2 110 1 6 89. 12 a 
5 350 40 6 o9 12. 

.350.*""40 6 89 13 
300 36 6 12 Oe 
gy 300 89,7. 12 | 


— 


of 1483 246 5 
12 — — „ 
2026 1 158 | 


He alk in Number of Gun, 1 118. 
5 Ditto ſuperior in Men, 2020. ps 


The Inſulaire was abſent when the two. 
Squadrons met the ſecond Time, but the other 
Ships had 25 dee the ere Number of of 


Men 9 6 805 
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Captain Pzrrox's Letter to the Admiralty 
rom Calcutta, dated Nov. the 2 8h, 1746. 
being a Narrative of his Proceedings in India, | 
from the Death of Commodote Barnett, to 
the date * I ; 


c * 1 is tha Aft e Fe bad 
to ac quaint their Lor of the Death of 
Colnmdete Barnet, 10 died the 29th- of 
laſt April aſhore, at Fort Sr. Daivid's, after 6 
ſhort Ulneſs, and one that no Body choaght 
would have been attended 1 with ſuch bad Con 
ſequences. 


On the Death of the Commodore as ſenior 


| Officer, I took upon me the Command of the 


Squadron, then altogether in Fort St. David's 
Road (except the Wincheſter who was at Bom 
bay to clean) in a very had Condition for 
Cruizers, being in want ** all Sorts of Stores, 
ſhort Ft Conipliment, and all extreamly Faul. 
The Medway has deen leaky ever Gs! we 
ave down at Batavia in March 1945, which 
I preſume Mr. Barnett acquainted their Lords 

thips with by the laſt Cotvoy; but the en 

tinual Alarms of a French Squadron being on 


, the Coaſt of Malabar, and coming here, d 
the Wincheſter being abſent, made it impoſſible 
8 the Commodore to patt with the Medway, 


tho 


E91 


| tho! ſhe made for ſame Time before he did, 16 
Inches Water an Hour. The Wincheſter 
Joined me the 24th of May, but arrived ſo late 
at Bombay, that they could only have Time 
to Boothoſe top, and get a new Fore-maſt, 
their old being Rotten and quite decay'd. | 
On the Increaſe of the Ship's Leak to 32 
Inches per Hour, the 31ft of May I ordered 
all the ook of the Squadron to take 
A Survey on her, and uſe their utmoſt Endea- 
yours to find out the Leak, but all their En. 
deayours proving Ineffectual, they reported to 
me that it was their unanimous Opinion, ſhe 
| ſhould proceed immediately to ſome Port, 
where ſhe might be hove down, if poſſible, 
her Sheathing ſtrip'd, and her Bottom well 
ſearch'd in order to find and ſtop her Leak.“ 
The 4th of June as the. Ship's Leak had 
increaſed to near (a) 30 Inches in Fats an Hour, 
I call'd a Council of War to conſider of the 
ſtate of the Ship, and what could be done beſt 
for the Service in this Exigency, as we expected 
every Day a Squadron of the Enemy on this 
_ Coaſt and whether, if they thought the Med. 
way ſhould proceed to ſome Place to ſtop her 
Leaks, if ſhe ſhould proceed alone, or if the 
ſeparation of her from the Squadron, would 
not leave the Remainer too weak to defend 
e them- 85 


„ There is a Miſtake her in ti Leer or in the Council 
ar held at this Time, fat 
Tn Hour. 5 


the latter ſays, _y 28 Inchey- = 


1 


themſelves againſt the Enemy if they came: 
The Council after maturely conſidering the 
_ Conſequences that might attend a Ship obliged 
to come to Action, with both her Pumps 
continually going, and the Strength of the 
Squadron, when ſhe was ſeparated from it, 
Reſolved unanimouſly that the Medway ſhould 
proceed directly for ſome Port where, ſhe might 
be careen'd, or heel'd as low as poſſible, until 
the Leak was found, and that they did not 
think it ſafe ſhe ſhould go alone, or that his 
Majeſty's Squadon ſhould be ſeparated by any 
means, as we neither knew the Number or 
Sttrength of the Enemy (5) expetted. 
Upon this Reſolution, I acquainted the Go- 
vernor of Fort $f. George, of the Impoſſibility 
of our remaining any longer on the Coaſt, and- 
as Trinquemale in the {land of Zealoan, ſeemed 
to me to be the propereſt and neareſt them, 
I ſhould proceed for that Place as ſoon as 
poſſible, and ſhould uſe all poſſible Diſpatch 
in my Power, in fitting the Ships for Seca. 
The 97h, I failed with the Squadron, except 
the Live, whom I leſt to ſee the Princeſs 
Mary, one of the Company's Ships, and the 
Fanny Sloop Tender taken into the N 
| Mr. 


(5) It appears by the Council of War, that they knew of five 
large Ships of the French having paſt by the Cafe Gocd-Hope, 
hut they could not, I ſuppoſe, judge of the Number that might 


join them at che Iſlands, or other Places. 


Wi 
Mr. Barnett, into Madraſs Road, and then 
to join me at Trinquemals. 
The 1 37h we got off of the Port of Trinque- 
male, but the Wind blowing ſtrong off the 
Shore, and the Preſton ſpringing her Bowſprit, 
I was forceed to bear up for (c) Negapatam 
where we arrived the 7th, got the Preſton's 
Bowſprit out, fiſhed, and ſet again. The 
25th, in the Morning, we ſaw Ten Sail to 
the South-Eaſt, I made the Signal and weighed 
immediately, cleared the Ship for Action, made 
the Signal for the Line of Battle, made fail 
for them, and ordered the Lively to make fail 
toward them; but ſhe keeping too far to Wind- 
ward, I ordered the Vincheſter to ſtretch out 
of the Line, and as ſoon as they ditcovered 
what they were, to Tack and take her Station 
in the Line again: About an Hour after we 
made them to be the Enemy lying too with 
their Heads to the Northward. A little Time 
afterwards, nine of them drew into a Line of 
Battle, and brought too for us; but being 
little Winds and Calms, and continuing ſo un- 
till near three o'Clock, prevented our coming 
up with them till half paſt four, when I made 
the Signal to Engage. The Preſton who was 
the leading Ship began with their Center Ship, 
as ſhe paſt her, and in a few Minutes the Fire 
became general, we ſtanding under our Top- 
eee -:*- tolls 


{ ©) On the Coaſt of Chormanael. . 


2. BS Þ 
fails, the Enemy under the fame Sail: At half 
2n Hour paſt Five, the Van of the Enemy wore 
round and took their Stations in the Rear, 
which left our two Ships in the Van nothing to 
do; at the fame Time our Rear was pretty 
much preſs'd by the Enemies who had clos'd 

their Line all they poſſibly could, by which 
means the Harwich and Medway's-prize had 
the Fire of two or three Sips each. To ſuccour 
them: I made the Signal for the Van to Tack; 
we all tack'd in our Stations and ſoon relieved 
our Friends, but the Night coming on, we 
tack'd and lay on their Weather-quarter, in 
order to Fngage them again in the Morning, 
At Day-light we form'd the Line of Battle, 
made fail for them with very little Wind, 
they being about three Leagues from us under 
their Topfails, ſtanding to the Northward. It 
continued little Wind and Calin all Day, ſo 
that it was impoſſible for us to come to Action. 
In the Evening, the Captains (4) of the Squa- 
dron came on board me to confult how we 
ſhould attack the Enemy the next Day, if 
the Winds and Weather would permit, 
when Captain Cartaret of the Harwich ac- 
quainted me, that his Foremaſt was ſo much 
wounded by two large Shot that had gone 
N IT through 


(a4) Captain Peyton haled the Vincheſter and Preſton, the two 
neareſt Ships to him, and deſired to ſpeak with their Captains, 
Lord Northesk and Lord Thomas Birtie, but the Captains of che 
other Ships went on Board of their own accords. | 


— —— —rC 


EIS ] 
through it about twenty Feet below the 
Hounds, that he could carry no Sail on it; 
my Mainmaſt having received three large Shot, 
one a little below the Hounds, nine Inches in, 
the other two, one an Eighteen Pounder, the 
other twelve, within three Feet of one another, 
about twelve Feet above the upper Deck 
Partners, and the Medway's-prize (e) had both 
G-% — © 

le) It does not appear by the Council of War held at this 
Time, that the Maſts of the Medway's-Prize, were in the Condition 
as here ſet forth, but it is plain they were in that Condition by the 
following Report of a Survey taken by the Carpenters of the 


Squadron at the Time the Maſts of theHarwich, and other Ships 
were ſurvey d. : | 


_ Purſuant to an Order from Captain Edward Peyton, Sc. Sc. to 
us directed, gth September, 1746. 


We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, have been on 
board his Majeſty's Ship, Medavay's-Prize, and there taken a 
ſtrict and careful Survey of the ſtanding Maſts, Vards and other 
Damages, and find as follows, viz. The Mainmaſt gored, the 
oremaſt being ſhot in two Places, is well fiſh'd and fit for 
Service ; the Mizen-maſt is ſhot in the Head quite through, 
and one Shot through the middle of the Maſt ; do not think him 
Serviceable being a dry Stick: All which we find to be as within 
ſpecified, and do further declare, That we have taken the 
| ſaid Survey with that Strictneſs and Equity, that if required, 
we are ready to make Oath to the Impartiality of our Proceed- 
ings. given under our Hands on board his Majeſty's Ship Med. 
quay"s-Prize in Rogues River, 11th September 1746. 


Signed, 
Johr Wall, ; 
* E manuel E laue, 


: William Traveſeus. 
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her Foremaſt and Mizenmaſts wounded, the 
latter ſo much that they were afraid of its 
tumbling over the Side every Minute On 


theie Complaints I thonght proper to call a 
| Council of War to conſider the State of the 


Squadron, who was unanimouſly of Opinion 
we ſhould not attack them again in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, but proceed for Ii iuquemale, 
agreeable to our former Reſolutions, in order 


to ſtop the Meawway's Leak, and fit the Squa- 
dron in the beſt manner we could, to enable 


us to engage the Enemy again, if we could 
meet them. The 24 of July, we anchor'd in 


Trinquemale Harbour, with the Squadron, 
except the Lively, w ho I order'd to cruize be- 


tween Battacalas (F) and that Place, to give 
Intelligence to all Eugliſb Ships of the French 


Squadron's being on the Coaſt, and to order 
them to come in here untill I was in a Con- 


dition to ſee them ſafe in their Ports: And be- 
gan to ſtrip the Ship, get her Guns and Storcs 


out in order to come at her Leak if poſ- 


ſible. The 117th, we found the Leak out, 


but it being under the ſecond Rider, and in 
the Garboard Streak, as we ſuppoſed by the 
© Water's riſing like a Spring there, could not 


poſſibly get at it without Carcening the Ship, 


which was not poſſible to be done there, Howe- 


ver, we drove Oakham and Wedges down to 


ſtop it in Part, which had its deſired 2258 ſor 
2 little Time, 


Near 8 


The 


or ů —— 2 0 * Ora 
— — 


L151 . 
The 14th the Preſton, Harwich, and Min. 
cheſter, having boothoſe top'd and fill'd their 
Water, I order'd them to Sea to cruize off 
Battacalao for the Protection of his Majeſty's 


trading Subjects, and to join the Convoy 


which I every Day expected, if they came, and 
to let the commanding Officer know (if Se- 
nior to me) that I was at Trinquemale, and 
would join him in a few Days it he thought 
proper to ſtay for me, or if he went on, to 
ſend his Directions for my further Proceedings; 
but in caſe he was Junior, to join me imme- 
diately in Trinquemale Harbour.. 

The 16th the Lively anchor'd without un- 
der the Fort, with her Bowſprit quite un- 
ſerviceable, and her Foremaſt ſprung about 


twelve Feet below the Hounds near a third 


through, and both the Cheeks broke ſhort 


off; I very luckily got her a Bowſprit here, 
but the Foremaſt we were obliged to get out 


and fiſh in the beſt manner we could, which 


took up ſome Time. The 27th I failed from 


hence and joined the reſt of the Squadron on 


their Station. —The ad of Auguſt we ſaw a 
Sail to the Eaſtward, which proved to be an 
Engliſh Ship, taken at Carimbe, by a French 
Privateer, and carried into Mahie, on the 


Coaſt of Malabar, and there condemned and 


fitted for a Privateer; as they had kept the 
Maſter and Supercargoe on board her, we put 


them into Poſſeſſion of her again, on their 
- aſſuring 


T 16 
aſſuring us to pay us the Moiety, or the 
whole, if we had a juſt Title to her, and ſent 
her to Madraſs.—The 4th I received Intelli- 
gence by a Dutch Sloop that came from Ne- 
gapatam, that the French Squadron was then 
cruizing off that Port; T immediately cleared 
my Ship and fitted her for Action, and ſteered 
for Negapatam, in order to give them Battle. 
-The 7th in the Afternoon we ſaw four- 
teen Sail of large Ships at an Anchor in Ne- 
apatamn Road, under Dutch Colours, but 
Co they could not be all Dutch, L made 
the Signal for the Line of Battle abreaſt, and 
bore down to them, and in a little Time dif- 
covered eight of them to be the French Squa- 
dron, who got under Sail and ſtood out to the 
Eaſtward in a Line of Battle, but it being 
too late to come to Action that Day, J kept 
to Windward of them, and work'd all Night 
under an eaſy Sail to keep the Wind of them; 
in the Morning the Wind ſhifting off the 
Land gave them the Weather Gage; they bore. 
down upon us with their Van with all their 
Sail, their Rear being ſome Diſtance from 
| them, but about 11 o'Cleck the Sca Wind 
coming in, gave us again the Weather Gage, 
which made their Van bear up and join their 
Rear again, formed the Line of Battle, and 
= brought to for us, I made Sail down to them 
S ina Linc abreaſt, until we were within two 
Miles of them, and then chan ged the Signal 


30 


L743 


the Leading Ship brought to, near abreaſt of 
their Headmoſt Ship, but on our nearer Ap- 
proach to them, I found they had reinforced 
themſelves (g) ſo much finge our engaging 


them on the 25th of June, that I thought it 
proper to try them in Sailing and to take the 


Opinion of a Council of War, for my further 
Procecdings; in the Morning at Day break 
TI made the Signal for all Captains, who after 
maturely (Y) conſidering the Strength of the 
Enemy, and the Weakneſs of his Majeſty's 
Squadron in Men, with the certain Lofs of 
the Convoy expected, and the whole Trade 
of the Indies, for ſome Time, if any Acci- 


dent ſhould attend any Ship of this Squadron 


unanimouſly agreed that I ought not to engage 


them, but proceed and cruize of the Fryers 


Hood 
Tue Inſulaire, of 30 Guns, was not with the 9 


at this Time, being ſent to Bengal to ſtop the Leaks ſhe had re- 
ceived in the Action before mentioned, and it is ſuppoſed that 


the remaining 1 Ships had either taken on board more Guns 


and Men, then they had in the Action on the 25th of June, or 


that, at that Time they could not uſe all the Guns, ſome of 
them being peſtered with Stores they had on board for Pond;- 


cherry, which were at this 'Time clear, by the faid Stores being 


landed at that Plaee. The Reinforcement ſpoke of, ſeems f 


to proceed rather from the latter than the former, becauſe it was 
but a Month from Mr. Bourdenuai's Arrival at Pondicherry to 
his ſailing from thence, which 1s too ſhort a 'Time to provide 


Materials and make any -number of Gun Carriages proper for 
_ in ſuch a Port as that, and they could not have them ready 
Ma 


e for want of the Height of the Gun- Ports. ; 
(+) At the Time this Council of War was held, it appears 
dy the Medway's Log, that ſhe made 30 Inches Water an Hour. 


0 
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18 
Hood (i) in order to meet the Convoy daily: 
expected. 

The 18th the Lord Northest in the Preſ- 
fon, ſpoke with a Dutch Ship from Point de 
Galle, (c) who gave him Intelligence that the 
Engliſh Convoy had paſs d that Place the 29th 

of laſt Month () and had been ſaluted by 
that'Garriſon as they paſſed ; upon this Intelli- 
gence, I immediately made fail for Madraſs 
in hopes to have found them there, but the 
Current, when we came near the Coaſt, ſetting 

ſtrong to the Northward, put us to Leeward 
of our Port, and could only fetch Pulicat, 
and ſeeing ſeveral Ships in the Road, two of 
which were Eugliſh, I ſent a Boat with an 
Officer in it for Intelligence, who brought me 
Advice that the Convoy had not been ſeen on 
the Coaſt, but that they had had the ſame Ac- 
count of their Paſſing Point de Galle as we 
had, and that Monſieur de Bourdenais had on 
the 19th Inſtant ſtood into Madraſs Road in 

| a 


CO en ee en ee SE — ——Ñ— - — 
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{i ) A high Land on the Iſland of Ceyloan, made if poſible by 

all Ships that come from Europe. ; 
(&) The S. W. Point of han. | Ty | 
(!) It is cuſtomary for Captains when they return to the Squa- 
dron after a Chace, to give the commanding Officer a written 
Account of what Ships they have ſpoke with, and the Intelli- 
ence received. ——'The following is what was deliver'd to 
Mr. Peyton by the Earl of Northeſe, Capt. of the Preſton, at 
this Time Intelligence July 2gth O. S. nine Sail of 
Engliſb Ships paſs'd Point de Galle, two of which were Men of 
War, one with a broad Pendant, the Fort ſaluted them, they 
returned the Salute, then bore away, it blowing hard, Sign d 
| | EWoeritben 


2 Line of Battle, and each of their Ships fir'd 
their Broadſides on the Town, and on one 
of the Company's Ships that lay cloſe in un- 
der the Cannon of the Town, then ſtood to 
the Southward as far as Cobelon, and anchor'd, 
where they now were. Early the next 
Morning, the 23d of Auguſt, I made the 
Signal for all Captains and held a Council of 
War to conſider what was beſt to be done in 
our preſent Circumſtances, being in want of 
Bread, Rice, in lien of Bread; Arrack, and 
Rice, in lieu of Oatmeal, The Council after 

maturely conſidering theſe Circumſtances to- 
gether with the great Risk his Majeſty's 

Squadron muſt run by being found at an An- 
chor in Madraſs Road by the Enemy; the 
Medway's Leak increaſing, (n) and there 
being no other Place where the Squadron can 
be ſupplied with any Quantity of Proviſion 
but Madraſs or Bengal, and the Nearneſs of 

* the Enemy to Madraſs making it abſolutely 
improper to go there, reſolved unanimouſly - 
that the Squadron ſhould proceed directly for 
Bengal in order to join the Convoy, who we 
concluded muſt be gone there, to careen, fit, | 
and vittual the Squadron for further Service, | 

after the Breaking up of the Monſoon. g 
The oth of September we anchored in Rogues PF} 

ee 1 8 | | River, 


() The Medway, by her Logg, made 45 Inches Water an 
Hour at this Tine. RD Bd Ln Of Be Ba | 
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River, in the River Hughley, 00 and had the 
Mortification to find the Convoy was not ar- 
rived in this River, Began to fit the Squadron 
for carcening ; but the Tide running ſo very 
ſtrong, and our {ew Conveniencies for ſuch a 
Work, made it impoſſible to get the Ships 
ready for Sca in Time; thereſore determined 
only to careen the Medway, Medway's Prize, 
and Lively, who were 1⁰ INE that they 
would hardly ſwim. _ 

The 8th of laſt Month we received Advice 
by a Dutch Ship from Madraſs, to our great 
Surpriſe, no body thinking the Place in any 
Danger, that the French had bribed the An- 
nabob to permit their Landing to attack the 
Place by Land; that they landed three thou- 
land Europeans and two thaufand Coffreys, 
role two Bomb Battcries againſt it of ſeven 
and eight Mortars, and that after three Days 
bombarding, . the Town ſurrendered them- 
ſelves Priſoners of War: but as I have re- 
ceived no Letter ſrom thence for ſome Time, 
muſt reſer you to the Company's Account * 

Particulars. As Mr. Barnet had ordered the 
greateſt Part of the Beef ſent abroad laſt Year, 
and Stores to be landed there: Our Loſs (a 
Copy of w hich L have incloſed) would have 
been irretrievable, had not the Marlboroueh 


and 


70 A prac of the Ganges, which tions iel into the 
Pay of Berga ; 
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and Salisbury arrived as they did the latter 
End of laſt Month, as did the Mountford, the 
Squadron then having no more than one 
Month's Beef on Board, and not ſo much 
Pork; the latter J had taken care for a Supply 
of, preſently after the Death of Mr. Barnet, 


by ordering a ſufficient Quantity of Hogs to 


be fatted at Bengal, againſt the Killing-time, 
for eight Months Pork, and eight Months 


Peaſe for the Squadron, not expecting any out 


of Europe, as there came none laſt Year.— 
By the tame Dutch Ship I am informed that 


ths Squadron of the Enemy is joined from 


Europe by five Sail of large Ships; but I be- 


lieye he is miſtaken in the N umber, as one of 


our Country Ships ſaw three Sail at Mabie, on 
the Coaſt of Malabar, the Beginning of Sep- 


tember, and afterwards off Cape Comorin 


which the took to be a ſeventy Gun Ship, a 


fifty, and a ſmall Frigate, which is confirmed 


by an Armenian, who came round the Iſland 


of Zealoan in Company with them, with only 


this Difference, he ſays they were one ſeventy 
Gun Ship and two filtys, and that they told him 
they had left two more at the Iſlands ——1 
am alſo to acknowledge the Reccipt of their 
Lordſhip's Orders, dated 31ſt of March 17 46, 
directed to Mr. Barnet, together with the 
ſecret Committee's ſealed Pirections for the 
Rout of their homward bound Trade ; all 
which I ſhall deliver to Mr. Grifez when he 

e ar- 


* 
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arrives, though as yet I have heard nothing of 
him in theſe Seas, but hope J ſhall ſoon. 

I am extreamly ſorry the Company's In- 
telligence has heen ſo bad in regard to the 
Number and Strength of the I'rench Ships 

ſent into theſe Seas. There arrived at the Iſ- 
lands, in January laſt five Sail from Port L'O- 
rieut, one of ſeventy Guns, two of fiſty, 
and two of their common Ships full 
of Men ; which with one of ty git, one 
of forty, two of thirty-ſix, and a fmall Fri- 
gate, with all the Troops they could take 
from the Hands under the Command of Mon- 
fteur de Bourdenais, Governor of the Iſlands, 

and Captain in the French King's Marine Ser- 
vice, they arrived on this Coaſt, as I have re- 
lated above. 

The 28th October, J hove down my Ship, 
and found the Leak, being i in the Rabbet Scam 
of the Keel, the Seam being quite open for 
thirty Feet from the Midſhips Aſt, the Edges 
of the Seam fo eaten away, that it was near 
two Inches wide the whole Length. After the 
Ship had been down half an Hour, the foremoſt 
Out- rigger Pendant gave way, and then a Pair 

of the main Shrouds, and though we made all 
the haſt poſſible to right her before we got 
the Stoppers off, and righted above two turns 
of the Capſton, the other Out-rigger Pendants, 
and Shrouds broke one after another, until the 
Maſt went away, juſt at the upper Deck, with 


doing 
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doing no other Damage, than Springing the 
two Shores: On this Misfortune, I found 


myſelf obliged to carry the Ship up to Calcutta, 
in order to Dock or lay her Aſhore if poſſible; 


but the Water having run out of the River ſo 
much, has made it not Practicable to do either. 
We are uſing all the Diſpatch poſſible in 
making her a new Maſt, and hope, as the 
Tide does not run half ſo ſtrong here as below, 
we ſhall be able to Careen her without any 
more Accidents. The Medway and Preſton 
both wanted Bowſpirts; the Zvely her Fore- 
maſt and Topfail-yards when we came in here, 
and the Misfortune to the Medway's Mainmaſt 
and Topſail-Vards, that was the Shores to the 
Maſt, ſince has made it very difficult for me to 
make good our Deficiencies in that Particular, 
though at a great Expence. 

The weak State of this Place, both as to 


the Fortification, if it may be call'd by that 


Name, and Number of Soldiers to defend it, 
they not having aboye Two Hundred European 
Soldiers in all, makes it difficult for me to de- 
termine what to do with the Squadron, when 
we are fit for the Sea; If I leave this River, 


a Part of the French Squadron, if they come 
this Way, muſt take the Place almoſt without 
Oppoſition : II ſtay here, they may intercepr. 
Every thing that gomes into theſe Seas; If the 

Company loſes this Place, I am aſſured by the 


Governors that ey muſt tail; Therefore 


| ſhall 


— ę———— . — 
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ſhall, as ſoon as we are fit for the Sea, call a 
Council of War, and lay before them the 
State of this Place, and the Trade of the Iu- 
dies, as clear as I can, and take their Opinion 
for my Proceedings, and. hope my Proceed- 


ings hercin, and all other Parts of my Con- 
duct, ſince i have had the Honour to com- 
mand his Majeſty's Squadron will meet with 
their Lord ſhips Approbation, which will be 
an infinite Satisfaction to me. The Governor 
of this Place, a few Days ago received a Let- 
ter from the Chief of the Dutch Settlement 
at Hughly, from the Governor of Negapatam, 

with the incloſed Ad vice; that there has been 
a hard Gale on the Coaſt, is confirmed by the 
Companies Chief at /7 Sagapatam; but how 
far we are to believe the Dutch, who have 
taken every Occaſion in their Power, to raiſe 
Reports to our Diſadvantage, I can't tell; I 

believe Part of it may be true, and wiſh the 
Whole. 

I have alſo incloſed the State _ Condition 


of his Majeſtics Squadron, for their Lordihips 
Peruſal; and am with great Reſpect, 


STIR, 
Tour moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant. 


To the Hon. Thomas 
Corbett, E: 


E. Peyton. 


From 


ICS 


Capt. Peyton, continued within the River High- 
ly, fitting all the Ships in the beſt Condition 


for Sea, the Place he was in, and the few Stores 
to be got would Admit of, till the 3d Feb. 


1546-7. when he weighed from thence, and 
joined Mr. Griſin on the 7th, in Balaſore 


Road, * purſuant to Orders he received from 
him on the gth Decem. 1746, and continued 


under his Command to 7uly 1748. when he 
was ſuſpended from the Command of his 
Majeſties Ship the Medway, and confined, 
_ Purſuant to the undrwritten Order received 
by Mr. Griffin, from the Admiralty, 


By the Commiſſioners for Executing the Office 


of Lord High Admiral, Sc. 
_ © Whereas the Secret Committee have repre- 
ſented to us, That in Fane 1746, his Majeſty's 
Squadron in the Eaſt Indies, then under the 


Command of Captain Peyton, Captain of his 


Majeſties Ship, Medway, had an Engagement 


with a French Squadron, under the Command 


of Monſicur Bourdounois, without Succeſs: 
that in Auguſt following, the {aid Eugliſb and 


French Squadrons were in Sight of each other | 


for ſeveral Days together, but the Engliſh 
ayoided coming to an Engagement, and finall 


on the 1oth of that Month, abandon'd the 


35 | Coaſt 
* A Road without the Mouth of the Ganges, 


From the Time of the Date of this Letter, 


— — re On 
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Coaſt of Chormandel, and left the Company's 
Sottlements expoſed to the Inſults of the 
Enemy, who making Uſe of that Opportu- 
nity, attack'd and took the Company's Set- 
tlement of Fort &t. George. And, whereas 
I] the above Proceedings of his Majeſty” s Squa- 
Aron carry the Appearance of Want of Con- 
(duct, Zeal, and Courage, in the Commander 
Capt. Peyton, which renders it neceſſary that 
; he Mould be ſuſp ended from any Command 
in his Majeſty's 5 5 0 till he has clearly 
juſtified himſelf in Relation thereto at a Court 
Martial. We do therefore, hereby require 
and direct you forthwith to ſuſpend the faid 
Capt. Peyton accordingly, and to ſend him 
Il Home in Confinement, on Board the firſt 
Man of War that you ſhall diſpateh for Eu- 
gland, together with ſuch b as you 
& AHhall think moſt able to inform the Court 
n " Martial of the Fruth of that | Officer's Con- 
dict; and alſo ſuch a reaſonable Number as 
Capt. Peyton ſhatt think neceſſary for his De- 
fence. Given under our Hands, the 78 
FLY of pane, 1747. Si gned i 


SELIG, 2 age Tere Beauclerk, 
Dog Mos 9 1201 177 tings; 
. . Bliss.“ 


"Ms 
V. BI At che Time this Order was written, Lord Sandtrich, 


Was t the Hagar, , Lord 4 Ge the "I 
to the Wettward, „ : 


—— — — 


_ 
He continued in Confinement near fourteen 
Months, on Ship-Board, till his arrival in 


Euglaud, the 31ſt. of July, 1749, and that 
Confinement ſo ſevere, that he was not per- 


mitted to gd on Shore at Fort &. Davids, or 
the Cape Good Hope, though in an extream 


bad State of Health, and twelve thoutand, 
Pounds Bail was offered Mr. Grifjn for his 
-On his Arrival in -4:zeland as 


Return.- 


above, he was taken into Cuſtody by the 
Marſhal of the Admiralty Court, and con- 


tinued fo till the 26th Ofober, the Day of 


his Death, during which time the followir 9 
Letters, and Extradts- of Letters paſicd be- 
tween him and the Secretary of the Admiral- 
iy, relating to his Tryal. 


8. 


The ſecret Committee of the Eaſt 1 
Company, having with their Letter of the 


8Sth of October, 1747. Tranſmitted to my 


Lords Coons of the Admiralty, Ex- 
tracts of two authentick Letters received by 
the Court of Directors from their Governors, 


and Councils of their late Settlement of Fort 


St. George, and their ſubſiſting Settlement of 


Fort St. Davids, complaining of your Be- 
| haviour, when you had the Command of Eis 


Majeſty* s Squadron in the Eaſi Indies: Fam 


commanded by their Lordſhips to fend you in- 
cloſed Copies. of the ſaid Letter and Extracts, 


Admiralty Offi ice, 187% PE l 749. 


E | that 


— 
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that you may prepare for your Defence, in 
Relation to what is therein alledged againſt 
you, their Lordſhips intending to order 
your Behaviour to be inquired into at a Court 
Martial, whenever the Court of Directors of 
the Eaſt India Company ſhall be prepared to 
make good their Charge. Signed, ME: 


Wy Ci cand. 
To ſe Ng Hon. the Lords * the Admiralty. 


Dy Lords, 


As we have often in behalf of the Eaſt 
Iudia Company, had Recourſe to your Lord- 
{hips for Protection, during the Courſe of the 
preſent War, w hich with the utmoſt Grati- 
tude we acknowledge, hath always been 
granted in as full a Manner as we could ex- 
pect from your Lordſhips. 

It is with great Reluctance we 8 to 
lay before you Extracts of two authentick Let- 
ters received by the Court of Directors, from 
their Governors and Councils, of their late 
Settlement at Fort &. George, and their ſub. 
ſiſting Settlement at Fort &. David's. 
As the Conduct of his Majeſty's Squadron in 
the Eaft-Inaies, from the Time of the much 
lamented Death of Commodore Barnet, in 
April 1746, till the 234 of Auguſt following, 


is the Subject ot theſe Extracts, we ſubmit ES 


Them to your Lordihips Conſideration. 
We 


We ſhould not hav 


E 

| e taken this Step, had we 
| Heen inform'd by Advices of May laſt, from 
Fort $f. David, lately come to Hand, that 
any Inquiry hath been made into theſe Tranſ- 
actions by his Majeſty's Officers abroad, or, 


— oe — — OR 


that they had been otherwiſe regularly laid be- 


fore your Lordſhips. (p) 


It is not for us to cenſure the Conduct of 
his Majeſty's Officers, but we beg Leave with 
great Deference, to ſubmit to your Lordſhips 
Judgment, if it be prudent to risk the Com- 


mand of the 


great Forces his Majeſty hath 


in the Indies, and now on their Way thither, 
in the Hands of the ſame Officer who com- 
manded from Commodore Barnet's Death till 


Admiral Griffin's Arrival ; which 


your Lord- 


ſhips are ſenſible may be the Caſe; ſhould Ad- 
miral Griffin die, before Admiral Boſcawen's 
Arrival in the ZEaſt-Inates, or if Admiral Boſ- 
cawen ſhould die after Admiral Griffin leayes 


the Eaſt- Iudies, eit 


E 2 


her of which, God forbid. 


We 


) By the Faſt India Company's ſaying, that they had never 
been acquainted that any regular Account of Mr. Pe 
ceedings had been laid before the Admiralty; it forms as if 
they had never ſeen his Letter to that Board from Calcutta, as 
the Admiralty could no Way have thoſe Proceedings more regu- 
tarly laid before them, than by the Commanding Officer of the 


Squadron acquainting them, not only with his Proceedings, but 


the Motives thereof. 


tons Pro- 
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Duty to make this Repre- 
Apa —— ETON ordſhips, and are with the 
ETC * Hir 175 51 


bg 


Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servants, 


becret Committee of the Eaſt-India Company, 


— — 7 - s — — "RS 
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1 Zaſl-Irdia Houſe, 

1 5 Decem. 1747. H. Gough, 

If Es : Rich. Channcy, 
Alex. Hume, 


fim | Mabbot, 


ExTfacr of the General LETTER from the 
CG vernor and Council of Fort St. David, 
if dated the 17th of Offober, 1746. received 
1 the 28th of April, 1747. Expreſ by Port- 
Bello Sloop. 


© The 2 617 of. April Mr. Barnett Jeparted 
this Life, at t this Place, when all the Ships were 
here, or near us, but the Wincheſter Lord 
Thoinas Bertie, who was daily expected from 
Bombay, and arrived the 25 of May, from 
which Time Captain Peyton, who then com- 
manded the Squadron as ſenior Captain, de- 
termined on going to refit his Ship the Mea. 
Way, which was very 1 at 7. ae 


V. 


N. B. It is eight Months ſince the receipt of this Letter at 


jt hs India Houſe, to the Time of it's 8 ſent to the n 
| Fl ty. 


— 
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Bay, on the Iſland of Ceyloan, and to take 
the whole Squadron with him. The 30th, 
Your Honours Ship the Priuceſs Mary arrived, 
on whom we had Orders to ſend to Madraſs 
what Bales we had ready, and to receive from 
Lord Thomas Bertie, 60 Cheſts of Treaſure 
brought from Bombay on your Honour's Ac- 
count, to keep what we wanted for the Uſe 
of this Settlement, and to fend the Remainder 
on the Princeſs Mary, but not to detain 
her longer in our Road than the Squadron 
ſtay d there: In purſuance of which, we kept 
16 Cheſts here, and loaded the Remainder on 
that Ship, and 'prevail'd on Captain Teytor to 
ſtay till the 95% of June, but it happening to 
blow very freſh at that Time, we. could not 
load more than 222 Bales, which as it has 
ſince proved, was very fortucate. 

The 9h, ſhe fail'd for Magraſs under Con- 
voy of his Majeſty's Ship the Lively, as did 
the reſt of the Squadron for 7rmcomale, On 
the 17/h Captain Peyton wrote Mr. Hinde 
from Negapatam, that as they. were juſt got 
to the Bay, the Preſton's Bowſprit was ſprung 
and ſhe could carry no Sail, for which Reaſon 
they were obliged to bear for that Place, in 
order to refit her, and then return to Trinco= 
male. On the 2 5th, at Day-break from the 
Maſt- head in Negapatam Road, they made 
teveral Ships in the Offing, to which they 
went out, and found them to be 9 French 


Ships 


e 
Ships, but the Winds being very light, they 
could not get up with each other, *till half an 
Hour paſt four in the Evening, at which Time 
an Engage began, and laſted till about feven, 
when it grew dark; the next Morning the two 
_ Squadrons were near one another, and conti- 
nued ſo all Day: At four in the Afternoon 
Captain Peyton ſummoned a Council of War 
when it was agreed not to engage the Enemy, 
but to proceed for Trincomaley Bay, as the 
French did for Pondicherry, and arrived there 
the 27%. In the Eugliſb Squadron were 14 
Kkill'd, and 46 wounded, but not one kill'd or 
hurt (4) on board the Medway ; On the French 
Side we cannot learn thoſe Particulars for an 
Certainty : Their Squadron conſiſted of the 
Achilles a 70 Gun Ship, ſix Company's Ships 
and twoCountry Ships; The Achilles with three 
of them left Europe together in April was twelve 
Months, two of them was returning Ships de- 
tained at the Iſlands for this Purpoſe, and all 
reinforced as much as they could there. —— 
Captain Peyton kept the Squadron at 7rinco- 
male till the beginning of Auguſt, when he 
came on the Coaſt, and appear'd off Negapa- 
tam the 67h. The French Squadron conſiſting 
of Eight Ships (one being gone to Bengal, and 
is 


.) This, tho' true, ſeems to be put down here as an Inſi- 
nuation that Captain Peyton's own Ship the Medway was not 
properly engaged; but the contrary will appear hereafter by 
the Teſtimony of a generous Enemy, . 
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is ſince loſt in that River with 280 Europeans) 
weigh'd from Pondicherry the 24th of July 
for the Southward, and were then in the Road; 
ſtood out to meet the Engl Squadron, which 
ſtood to the Southward from them, and the 
French Squadron then return'd, The 7th, both 
Squadrons did the ſame, as hkewile the 8 and 
9h, the 10th, theEngh/h diſappeared, on which 
the French return'd, and on the 13th anchor'd 
in PondicherryRoad, the 17h the Eight Ships 
weigh'd for Madraſs Road, where they arriv'd 
the 187h, and fired on the Princeſs Mary, which 
was returned from the Ship and from the Fort, 
each Ship gave her a Broadſide as ſhe ſtood to 
the Northward, and another as ſhe returned, 
and then ſtood to the Southward again, We 
are ſince informed they had two Motives for 
this Expedition, one was to make a Plea with 
the Country Government, that the Eugliſi 
committed the firſt Hoſtilities Aſhore, and the 
other, to ſee if Captain Peyton would come 
to our Afliance or not. The 234, Captain 
Peyton with the Squadron ſtood into () Pulli- 
cat Road, where he ſent his Lieutenant Mr. 
Meems on board a Veſſel in the Road, who 
was there told of all the Circumſtances of their 
attacking the Princeſs Mary, and of their then 
1 5 | being 


N. B. It is three Months from the Receipt of the Letter at 
the India Houſe, from which this Extract is taken, to its delivery 
at the Admiralty, and is dated three Months after Mr, Peyton's 

Letter from Calcutta. 0 
Tn (Y) A little to the Northward of Madraſſ. 


1 
being between Madraſs and Pondicherry, on 
which he diſappeared, and has never ſince been 
heard of, or from by any of the Engliſh, though 
there has no Coſt or Pains been ſpared 
for that Purpoſe,as may eaſily be imagined, from 
the ſince melancholy Situation of Afﬀairs on this 
Coaſt. The laſt Letter that was received. from 
any one belonging to the Squadron was from 
Captain Peyton to Goyernor Morſe, dated the 
4% of Auguſt, when he was juſt come out 
from refitting. This unhappy Conduct of his, 
ſo animated our Enemies, that they determined 
on attacking Fort Si. George, we call it unhap- 
py, becauſe it has truly proved ſo in it's Conſe- 
quences, though what Reaſon Captain Peyton 
may bavebad for eis Procccdin gde Know not. 


EX TRACT of a LETTER from Nicholas 
Morſe, Eſq; Sc. Council late of Fort St. 
George, dated at Pondicherry the 18th of 
January, 1746-7, recerved by Mr. Hugonin 
the 3d of September, 1747. 


© Mr. Peyton, as eldeſt Captain chere 
to the Command of the King's Ships on the 
Coaſt of Cormandal, and lay off, or within a 
proper Diſtance from Fort &. David till the 
Month of June, when the Medway proving 
very leaky, he left that Station with the Squa- 
dron, in order to refit at Ceyloau. In his 
55 Paſſage thither, he met the expected French 


Fleet 
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Fleet off of Negapatam, (2.5 June) conſiſting of 
Ten Ships full of Men; whereupon an Engage- 
ment enſued, of two or three hours Continuance, 
'till Night came on,in which the Enemy ſuffered 
ſo much more than we did, both in loft of Men 
and Damage done to their Ships, that had the 
Condition of ours permitted Capt. Peyton to renew 
the Engagement next Morning, the Buſineſs, in all 


Likely hood, might have been happily accom- 


pliſh'd at once; ſor our Squadron had got the 
Advantage of the Wind then, but perceiving 
the Enemy lying too, did not bear down upon 
them, by which means they ſoon loſt ſight of 
one another, and the Latter reached Pondi- 
cherry Road the 267h, to the entire Relief of 


that Settlement, which was reduced to Extre- 


mities. Of theſe Ten Ships, five were juſt 


come out of Europe, being the ſame that we 
| learn'd from the Amſterdam Gazette to have 


left France ſome time in May 1745, and five 


fitted out from the Iſlands directly, whereof 


two, namely, the Bourbon and Neptune were 


Homeward bound from India, but ſtopp'd 
there by Monſieur Bourdonais's for the Ser- 
vice of this Expedition. 


The Enemy in about a Month's Time had 
refitted their Ships, and taking on Board a 


ſtrong Reinforcement from the Garriſon at 
Pondicherry, went on a Cruize to the South» 


ward by Way of Defiagce to our Squadron, 


and probably on the Preſumption of being an 


& over 


3 — — . VERSE — ꝙ— — — — — — — - | 


— - ——— —-— 


363 
over Match for it, from the Circumſtances of 
the late Action, in which Enterprize they ſuc- 
ceeded too well, for our Squadron returning 
from Ceyloan (about Auguſt 7th) tell in with 
them a ſecond Time off Ne egapatam (s) but 
Captain Peyton again avoided the Engagement 
by keeping to Windward. 
While Captain Peyton ſtay'd at Trincomale 
to refit, he was punctually apprized of the 
Enemy's Proceedings from Time to Time; 
Whereupon he aſſured both Mr. Morſe and 
Mr. Finae, by Letters, that he would make 
the quickeſt Return poſſible to the Coaſt, in 
order to ſeek out and fight the Enemy, (9 
and particularly ſent a Metfage by Captain 
Haoole, Maſter of the Porto-Bello Sloop, im- 
porting, that he would put it out of their 
Power to do harm to Magraſs, How far! 
How fatally did the Event fall ſhort of theſe 
encouraging Reſolutions in both Inſtances! 
The breach truſting now to the acknow- 
ledged Superiority of their Force returned 
(A Sth Auguſt) to Pondicherry from Negapatam, 
and next bent their Courſe to the Northward, 


they 


(s) The meeting of che two Squadrons again was not Acci- 5 
dental, for Captain Peyton, bore away from Cruizing off the 
Fryer” ;-Hood, in queſt of the French Squadron, on the intelligence 
oy received from a Dutchman of it's being in Negapatam Road. 

(e) Agreeable to this Promiſe it has appear d, he did again 
ſeek out the Enemy, but on meeting them, the Council of War 


did not Think it Proper to ack Wem © on | Account of their Su- 
e. : Sy 


* 
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f MW they viſited Magraſs Road with eight of their 
Ships by Way of Inſult, or Perhaps to draw 
Captain Peyron down rather. than any Deſign 
of attacking the 'Town from the Sca, but they 
ſucceeded ill here, for they fail'd in their 
Attempt to deſtroy the Princeſs Mary, after 
pouring in no leſs than Eighteen Broadſides 
upon her; our Shot from the Ship and Shore 
did them Miſchief, ——— Whilſt the Enemy 
thus ſwept the Coaſt at Pleaſure, and withall 
were very buſy on a worſe Account for us, 
in making Extraordinary Preparations at Pon- | 
dicherry, for the Deſcent they realy intended, c 
Captain Peyton was plying to Windward as | 
high as Ceyloan, where it was an impratticable | 
Thing to tranſmit to him timely Advices of | 
the Evil impending: In vain we wiſh'd and | 
look'd out for him many Days, at laſt Captain | 
Lovis in the Fort St. George, from Bencoolen, 
and Batavia arrived (224 Agr ft) who had | 
juſt parted with the Squadron in the Offing, | 
by Captain Peytons Orders, who keeping on 
a Northerly Courſe, had big him make the 
beſt of his Way into \ Matraſ's Road: hereupon 
your Preſident inamediatcly diſpatch'd the 
Bombay Sloop, and twoCatamarans down the | 
| Coaſt with Proper Advices, but to no manner {| 
of Effect, although we had heard by this Time | 
that the Sandron was off Pultcat ; ſor neither 
did Captain Peyton wait fo ſhort a Time as to 


admit of our Intelligence reaching him, nor | 
F 2 ie 
' 


— 


did he convey to your Preſident the leaſt Notice 


EY,» 
in any ſhape, of his Motions or Intentions ; 
all the Account we could get, was, that he 
lay off that Place a few Hours, while he ſent 
a Lieutenant on board a Dutch Ship in their 
Road, and then, after hoiſting a Red Flag in 
the Mizon Shrouds, crouded away to the North- 
Eaft. (23d Auguſt) NE 
le chuje to relate theſe Occurrences as they 
Happened, without aſſuming to ourſelves a Li- 
berty of blaming Captain Peyton's Conduct, nor 
mareed are we qualified to judge of the Cafe, 
being totally 1nacquainted 2255 the Pofiure of 
his Affairs for a long Time paſt : The Preſident 


ſays his laſt Letter to him is dated 4th Auguſt 


from the Medway at Sea, off Cey/oan, brought 
by the Lorram Prize, (n) it reſts upon himſelf, 


therefore, to juſtify it, if in any Part it ap- 


pears exceptionable, whilſt we can only lament 


that the Conſequences proved in the higheſt 
degree unfortunate for us, ſeeing that could 


(% The Preſident and Council of Madras own the receipt 
of a Letter from him dated the qth of Augiſt, and it was no 


more than 19 Days from the Date of that Letter, to the Time 


it was reſolved in a Council of War, held at Pallicat to proceed to 


| Bergale: But altho this Letter is ſaid to be the laſt from Captai 
Peyton, yet there is Reaſon to believe he did write from Pallicat ; . 


becauſe I find a Letter ſrom the Chief at Balaſore, to the Gover - 

nor and Council of Calcutta, which it is faid, Mr. Bourdontais 
is acquainted that the 5 Soak Squadron is come down to the 
Bay (meaning the Bay of Bengale) by intercepting a Letter after 


taking Madras, which Captain Peyton ſent from Pullicat to Mr. 


Morſe, wherein he mention'd his {aid Purpoſe, 
he 


= — — 
— wè—— 


- TT 
he have renewed the Engagement with the 
French Fleet in June, he might have deſtroy'd 
it eaſily, ſince they wanted Ammunition fo 
much that the . firſt Boats from Pondicherry 
were employed to carry off Supplies of Powder 
and Ball; (w) or again, if afterwards he had 
kept to Windward of Ponarcherry or their 
Fleet, or had not made his paſſing by Madraſs 
publick, as well by ſending in Lodis thither, 
as ſhewing himſelf off Pullicat, or even then, 
notwithſtanding the abruptneſs of his Depar- 
ture, had not ſteer'd a Courſe that apparently 
betray'd his Deſign of quitting the Coaſt, the 
Enemy would probably, have been deterr'd 
from proſecuting their Deſigns againſt Mrdraſs: 
whereas they now found themſelves enabled to 
carry it into Execution with all imaginable 
Security, ſince the only Obſtacle was removed 
to their Hands, „ 
Accordingly Monſieur Bourdonnai's ſet out 
from Pay directly with Eight Ships and 
four {mall Veſſels amply furniſh'd with all 
Warlike Inſtruments proper for a Siege, and 
5 having 


(ae) It cannot poſſibly be believed that a Squadron of Ships 
fitted ont on the Defign this was, ſhould be provided with ſo 
ſmall a Proportion of Amunition, as to have conſumed it in an 


Action of not quite three Hours Continuance : For if that had 


been the Caſe, Mr. Bourdonnais would moſt certainly have de- 
clined the Encounter the next Day inſtead of laying too, to re- 
new the Engagement. ELLE : 


bw 
having under his Command near 5006 Men, 
Europeans, Coſfrey s and Sepoys. 


Examin'd, 


CHRIS. Mork, Sec. 


1 R. 


I have the Honour of yours of the 1870 
Inſtant, together with the ſecret Committee 
of the Eaſft-India Company's Letter and 

Charge, which Charge, I have, I think, 
anſwer'd in full in my Letter to their Lord- 
ſhips from Calcutta; (x) and hope (as I am under 
the greateſt Diſtreſs from a moſt violent Dif 
order which I can't think attempting the Cure 
of, as it may take up ſome Time, and. being 
a Priſoner, don't think I have a Right to 
diſpoſe of my ſelf untill T have removed that 
odious Name) you will pleaſe to move the 
Secret Committee to bring it to an immediate 


Tryal 
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{x) Any one who compares the above Extracts with Captain 
Peyton's Letter 8th of Decamber 1747, from Calcutta, will find 
che latter, to be an Account of the Proceeings of the Squadron 
given by an Officer, with his Reaſons for ſo proceeding,” given; 
that the former contains Nothing (except ſome Conjectures and 
Inſtitutions of the Writers and Things foreign to the Purpoſe) 
but an Account of the ſaid Proceedings given by Men who de- . 
clare they are far from blaming that Officer's Conduct, and are Z 
not qualified to do it: and it is to be obſerved, that the Letter . 
from Captain Peyton muſt have arrived at the Admiralty ſome 
Months earlier than the Extracts. As to the former, it is dated 
Nevember 1746, and the latter from the ſecred Committee en- 
cloſing the Extracts. e 


Li 

Tryal, or that their Lordſhips will be ſo good 
to appoint a Day for their making good their 
Charge. 

When their Lordſhips appoints a Day of 
Trial, I hope they will be pleaſed to order "the 
Gentlemen mentioned in an encloſed Liſt, to 
attend the Court for my Juſtification; and if 
their Lordſhips will be ſo good to indulge me 
by letting the Place of Tryal be as near Lon- 
don as poſſible, it being hardly poſſible I can 
reach Portſmouth without great Danger of my 
Life, it will be a great Fayour to Yours, Sc. 


Sign' d, 


Edward Peyton. 
Dated Auguſt 22, 1749. Po 
PireQted to J. Clevland, Eſq; 


Admiralty Office, 224 Aug. 1749. 
81A, 


© T have laid before my Lords anni 
ſioners of the Admiralty, your Letter of this 
Day's date deſiring to be brought to an im- 
mediate Tryal, and encloſing a Liſt of Wits 
neſſes you deſire may be ordered to attend your 
Tryal, and am to acquaint you that their 
Lok ſhi ps have wrote to the Eaſl- India Com- 
Far! to make e good cheir Charge againſt you; 


0 and 


To Capt, Peyton, Town. 
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(9) and when they have received an Anſwer 


from them, you ſhall know ir: And it is 


their, Lordſhips Directions, that you write to 
all the Perſons you ſhall want for your Evi- 
dence, to acquaint you where you can find 
them, and to endeavour to keep them toge- 
ther, (Z) for all that the Lords can do, is, not 
to appoint any of them, who are Officers, into 
the Ships that are going Abroad. 


Sign'd, 
J. Clevaud. 
Admiralty 


) Sure it is a ſtrange Preſumption in Captain Peyton's favour, 


that although it was upwards of twenty Months from the Deli- 
livery of the Extracts, to the Admiralty, complaining of his 
Conduct by the ſecret Committee, to the Time of his arrival in 


England; the Secret Committee were not prepared to bring him 
to a Tryal; For if any Man were to be found to lay any Thing 


to his Charge, They, with all their Power in India, muſt have 


found them in that Time, for I do ſuppoſe, and I ſpeak in Earneſt, 
that as they knew Captain Peyton would continue in Confine- 
ment till he was acquitted or condemned, they us'd every Me- 
thod in their Power to find Evidence againſt him: Another 
ſtrong Preſumption in Captain Peyton s Favour is, that notwith- 
ſtanding Orders were given to Mr. Grifin at the Time he was 
directed to confine him, to ſend home ſuch Evidence as could 
inform the Court- Martial! of his ConduRt ; it does not appear 
that any Officer or Seaman in the Fleet was found to lay any 

Thing to hu hege. e . 
- (=) It would have been a very great Expence to him to have 


kept Evidence together, and his Enemies might have inſinuated 


that Evidence ſo kept together were under his Influence. 
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+ Admiralty Office 31ſt Aug. 1749. 
87 R. ales & 9 

I am commanded by my Lords Commi- 

Toners {of the Admiralty, to ſignify their 
Directions to you to inform them of the Names 
of all the Lieutenants and Maſters of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships that were under your Command 
in June, fuly, and Auguſt 1746, and as far 
as you know, which of them are living, and 
where they are, 
= | Sign'd, 


N = J. Clevland, 
To Captain Peyton, Town. 


Dartmouth» Row, Sept. 1ſt. 1749. 
I have received your Favour of Yeſterday's 
date, and agreeable to their Lordſhips Direc- 
tions, have inclos'd a Liſt of all the Lientenants, 
and Maſters of his Majeſty's Shi ps under my Com- 
mand for the Tim emention'd, and have check d 
off thoſe ſince dead, but where the Living are 
to be found, I know not. ge 
1 8 E of 


To 7. Clevland, Eſq; 
IR London, Sept. 16, 1749. 
SIX, . 
II have waited with great Torture and Im- 


patience in hopes my Tryal would have been 
. „ In over 


[ 44 ] 
over before now, but as my Diſorder encreaſes on 
me daily, and Mr. Sharp (aa) aſſuring me 1 
have no Time to loſe, hope their Lordſhips will 
excuſe that I have at laſt put myſelf into his 
Hands, and ſhall to-Morrow undergo the Ope- 
ration for the Stone : If it pleaſe God I ſurvive 
as ſoon as I am able to get out, will acquaint 
their Lordſhips, and be ready to attend their 
Commands. ä 


0 Sign'd, 


To J. Clevland, Eſq; 


Having given an Account of Captain Peyton's 
Conduct, and all the Proccedings.againſt him on 
Account thereof, to the Time of his death; 
it is neceſſary in order to his Juſtification, to 
form every Article of Charge that can poſſibly 
be collected from the Extracts deliver'd to the 
Admiralty by the ſecret Committee, and de- 
livered to him by that Board, that he might 

repare for his Defence: And they are as 
follows. i „„ 0s 

Hirſt, That in the Month of Juue, 1746, 
on his Way to Trinquemale, where he was going 
to fit his Majeſty's Ship the Medway, which 
Ship was very Leaky, he fell in with a French 
Squadron off of Negapatam, conſiſting of fy 

. | Sail, 


(aa) Mr. Shar the Surgeon. 
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Sail, and engaged them between two and three 
Hours; when it became Dark and the Action 
ceaſed, and that agreeable to the Reſolution 
of a Council of War he did not renew the Action 
the next Day, though it was in his Power ſo 
to do, having the Advantage of the Wind. 


Secondly, That in the Month of Auguſt fol- 
lowing, he met the Preach Squadron again, 
conſiſting of Eight Sail, and that it was in his 
Power to have engaged them but that he did 
not do it. 5 


Thirdly, That he appear'd off Pullicat, 
where he was acquainted that the Freuch Squa- 
dron had been in Madraſs Road, and fired at 
the Town and Princeſs Mary, Company's Ship, 
and that the French Squadron lay at that Time 
between Madraſs and Pondicherry: Notwith- 
ſtanding which, he immediately left the Coaſt, 
and was not heard of, or from, by any of them 

afterwards. _ . „ 
Thbeſe are the Articles charged againſt him; 
All which are allowed to be fact, and the three 
following Councils of War, are given in Vin- 
dication thereof. ; e 


F 
At a Council of War held on board his Ma- 
jeſty's Ship Medway, at Sea, June the 26th 
. in the Evening. 


PRESENT. 
8 Eduard Peyton, Commanding the 


Squadron, 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Northesb. 
Captain Philip Carieret, 

The Right Hon. the Lord Thomas Bertie, 
Captain Thomas Griffir, 

Captain Nathaniel Stephens. 


i ! EE: 
1 13 B25 
FIRE tt 


To conſider the State of the Squadron, 
and how we might beſt attack the Enemy, it 
the Squadron was thought in a Condition ſo to 
do. The Carpenter of the Medis way being 
call'd in, and examin'd touching the Wounds 
received by three Shots in the Mainmaſt, two, 
one an eighteen Pounder, the other a twelve, a- 
bout twelve Foot abovethe upper Deck partners, 
croſſing each other about three Foot Diſtance 
aſſunder, both through and through; the third 
in the Head, about four Foot below the Hounds 
nine Inches't in, gave it as his Opinion, that if 
the Mait received any other Wound near theſe 
below: it was impoſlible it could ſtand, 
Then Capt. Carteret acquainted the Council, 
that the Foremaſt of his Ship was much wound- 
ed by two She; received therein abreaſt of one 
another 


N 
another quite through, about three Inches af 
ſunder, twelve Foot below the Hounds. 


All which Circumſtances being maturely 
conſidered, together with the Medways keeps 


ing th her Chain-Pumps going, (46) and as 
there was daily expected a Conyoy from En- 
gland, which muſt be inevitably deſtroyed, if 
any Accident happen'd to this Squadron—The 
Council were unanimouſly of Opinion, that 
we ſhould not hazard another Attack on the 


Enemy. — Then a ſecond Queſtion was put, 
what we were to do with the Squadron? The 


Council were unanimouſly of Opinion, that 
we ſhould proceed agreeable to a former Coun- 
cil of War, for 1rinquemale, in order to ſtop 
the Medway's Leak, and fit the Squadron for 
further Service. — Sind by, 
E. Leyton. Th, Bertie. 
Northesk. Tho. Griffin. 


75. Carteret. Nath.Stephens. 
— 


(35) If any Shot had been received by the Medway under Wa- 
(cr, or in her Chain-Pumps in ſuch a manner as to have prevent- 
ed the uſe of them, her Force muſt have been render'd uſeleſs to- 


the Squadron, if ſhe had not ſunk; or if her Maſt or the 


Maſt of either of the other Ships which were wounded had re- 


| ceived any farther Damage, ſo as to carry them away by the 

Board, or to have made it abſolutely unſafe for them to carry 
Vail on ſuch Maſt, the whole Squadron muſt have been com- 
pelled to have given the Enemy the Advantage of Attacking | 
them in ſuch Manner, as they N beſt; or ſuch Ships of 


them as were not diſabled, muſt have made the beſt of their 
Way, and left the ſinking or diſabled Ships a Prey to them. 


—  — —— 


„ 
Alt a Council of War held on board his 
Majefty's Ship Medway, the 7th of Auguf, 
1746, off of Negapatam, on the Coaſt of 


Chormanaet. OE be: 
PRESENT, 
Captain Edward Teyton, Commanding Officer, 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Northesb, Cap- 
tain of the Preſton. 
Philip Carteret, Captain of the Harwich, 
The Right Hon. the Lord Thomas Hertie, 
Captain of the Wincheſter. 
Thomas Griſſiu, Capt. of the Medway's Prize. 
Nathaniel Stephens, Captain of the Lyvely. 
Jo conſider the Strength af the Enemy 
now in View, being Eight Sail, and were 
Yeſterday between two and three p m. (within 
two Miles, or thereabouts of them, with an 
Intention to engage them; but finding them 
ſo much ſtronger than they were when we en- 
gaged them on the 25th June laſt: The Com- 
manding Officer thought proper to make Sail 
to try them in Sailing, and to take the Opinion 
of a Council of War for his ſurther Procecd- 
ings. 1 
The Council after maturely conſidering the 
Weakneſs of his Majeſty's Squadron in Men; 
the great Superiority of the Enemy in that 
Point, and the Conſequence that muſt attend 
any Accident happening to any one of his Via- 
jeſty's Ships, being no lets than the Lok of the 
u hole Trade of the Indies, as well the Private, 
: | SET 
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his as Companies to the Nation ſor ſome Time, 
A, and our daily expecting a Convoy from Europe, 
of which muſt all fall into their Hands; our 
great want of all Sorts of Stores to Refit the 
Squadron, after an Engagement, eſpecially 

r. Lower Maſts, there being none on this Coaſt; 
p- nor nearer than Batavia or Bombay. (cc) 
The Council was unanimous in there Opi- 

nion, and therefore reſolved, that we ought 

N not to engage them, until reinforced, or ſome 


| Accident ſhould put us nearer an Equality, 
but to proceed and cruize off of Fryers Flood, 
or to the Southward of it, as long as we con- 
veniently can, in order to join the expected 
Convoy, and to give Protection to any of his 
Majeſty's Trading Subjects coming this way. 
e od | 


E. Peyton. The. Bertie. 
 Northesk. Tho. Griffin. 


755. Carteret. 


At a Council of War held on Board his Ma= 
Jeſt's Ship, the Medway, off of Pullicat, the 
23d Auguſt, 1746. . 5 
e PRESENT. 


(cc) By this it appears that if they had Engaged and no 

loſs had happened but that of the lower Maſts, they muſt have 
Plroceeded to Bombay or Batavia for the ſame, if ſo the French 
might not only have carry'd on their deſigns againſt Madraſc, 
as Efectually as they afterwards did, when our Squadron bore 
away for Bengale to join the Convoy ſuppoſed to be gone thi- 
ther, but might likewiſe have Intercepted the expected Convoy 
from England, had it arrived at the Time the Dutch Ship re- 
ported it had paſſed Point De Colle. 


1 PRESENT. 

"Al Capt. Edward Peyton, Commanding Officer: 
il j | The Right Hon. the Earl of A theskh, 
11 of the Prejion, 


Cap t. Philip Carteret, of the Harwich, | 
The Right Hon. the Lord Thomas Bertie, 
Capt. of the Wincheſter. 
| Capt. Thomas Griffm, of the Medway's Prize. 
The Commanding Officer read to the Coun- 
| cil, the Intelligence he received off the Fyy- 
| ers-Hood the 18th Inſtant, of the Convoys 
having paſſed Point ade Galle, the 29th 
laſt Month, being nine fail, two of which 
were Men of War, one of them wore a broad 
Pendant, and was faluted by the Fort at Point 
de Calle, as they paſſed, the other ſeven were 
Companies Ships, upon which Intelligence, he 
made fail directly: for Madraſs, in order to 
join them, but falling to Northward, off of 
Pullicat, ſent his Boat in for Intelligence, 
there lying ſeveral Eugliſh Veſſels in the Road, 
who informed him the Convoy was not at Ma- 
araſs, nor had not been heard of on the Coaſt, 
but had had the Report of their paſſing Point . 
de Galle as above, and that the French Squa- 
dron had ſtood into Madraſs Road, the 18th 
Inſtant, diſeharged their Broadſides on the 
Town, and a Ship in the Road, and then 
ſtood to the Southward, and was now at An- 
chor at Cobelon, about 5 Leagues to the 
Southward of Maaraſs.. 8 
5 
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The Council after conſidering the great 
Risk his Majeſty's Squadron would run by be- 
ing found at an Anchor in F{adraſs Road by 
the Enemy, and the Squadron being in want 
of ſeveral Sorts of Provitions, eſpecially Arrack, 
Bread, or Rice in Liew, and Rice for Oatmealz 
the M:@way's Leak increaſing daily, and there 
being no other Place, where the Squadron can 
be ſupply'd with any Quantity of Proviſions 


be. but Madraſs or Bengal, and the Nearneſs of 

a. N the Enemy to Maaraſs, making it abſolutely 

2” improper to go there, —Reſolved unanimouſly 

"=* that the Squadron ſhould proceed directly for 

pt ö Bengal, in order to join the Convoy (who muſt. 
ich be gone there) and to Careen, Fit, and Victual 
ad the Squadron, for further Seryice, after the 

= breaking up of the Monſoons. 


E. Peytom. The. Bertie, 
Northesk. Tho. Griffin, 
Eh. Cartcret. 


By what has been ſaid above it appears 
plainly that Capt. Tęyton took no ſtep with 
relation to any Part of his Conduct objected 
to without the Advice of a Council of War, 
and that he is juſtified by their Opinion, in 

every Step he did take: But leaſt chat ſnould 
not be ſufficient to juſtify him with every one, 
1 ſhall ſhew that the Commander in chief of 
the Ships of War in India had DireQions to 
1 e hold 


52 
hold Councils of War and govern himſelf by 


their Reſolutions; and that the Reſolutions of 


the ſaid Councils of War were beſt adapted 


to the then Situation of Affairs. To prove 


the former, it is to be obſerved that Mr. Bar- 


net had Orders for holding Councils of War 


by the following Extract of an Order, di- 


rected to him, which came to Capt. Peyton's 
Hands as ſenior Officer. TO 1750 
3 Admiraltry Office, 3 iſt of Auguſt 1746. 
When you have ſeen the Trade into 
* Balaſore Road, you are to diſpoſe of your 
** Ships in the beſt manner, to have them in 


_ © readineſs to protect the Company's Trade 


* and to annoy the Enemy in every Part, which 


© Ditpoſition we leave to your Prudence and 


Experience, in Concert with the other Cat- 


« tains of your Squadron in a Council of 


* Har.” (da) And to evince the latter it muſt 
, V 1 


Cad) Although this Order did not come to Capt. Peyton's 


Hands till after the Proceedings objected to him : Yet, as Mr, 
Barnet held two Councils of War before his Death, it is moſt 


probable he had the ſame Directions in his firſt Orders for ſail- 


ing for Iudia, and as it appears that Mr. Barnet, the Man 


pirch'd upon to command on that particular Service, was 


ordered to hold Councils of War and did ſo ; ſure it would 


have been the higheſt Preſumption in Capt. Peyton commanding. 


accidentally only, to have taken any Step of Conſequence 
without holding them. e 


N. B. As à Proof the Convoy was expected about this Time, 


fee the following Extract of a Letter from Mr. Hume, one of the 


Secret Committee to Mr. Barnet, dated 30 March, 1746.— 5 


« We endeavoured this Yea to redreſs the Fault of the laſt, by 


making Application about the Beginning of New defiring the 


Ships tent you might fail early in January, but from the Un- 
- : t Readineſs 


VVV! "0 1 
it muſt be obſerved that from the 26 Zune, 
1746, the Time the firſt Council of War was 
held which determined they ſhould not renew 
the Engagement with the Frineh Squadron, to 

the 23d Auguſt following, which determined 


they ſhould fail for Bengal, a Convoy was 


expected from England, and on that Expcc- 
tation and the Superiority of the Enemy all 
their Reſolutions were grounded, and they 
did not reſolve to proceed to Bengal till they 
were aſſured that the Conyoy was gone thither. 
— The Officers who compoled theſe Counci)s 
of War were certainly the beſt Judges of the 
Strength of the Enemy, as they had all been 
engaged with them; and as they thought the 
Enemy ſo ſtrong as not to think it prudent to 
engage them again till the Squadron was rein- 
forced, ſure the beſt Reſolution they could 
take was to cruize off the Fryars Hood, the 
moſt certain Place to join the expected Con- 
voy, and thereby enable themſelves to oppoſe 
any Enterprize the French might deſign either 
againſt our Settlements or Trade: For had 


| Readineſs of public Affairs, occaſioned by a Rebellion at home, 


itt has ſo happened that though the Ships have been long pitched 
upon, it will require according to Mr. Grifin's Account eight 
Days to have them both in Readineſs : The Time is fo far ſpent 


that the Inſtructions for Mr. Gr:i, with Relation to this out- 
ward-bound Paſſage, will require ſome Amendments : I have 
adviſed Duplicates of their Lordſhip's Inſtructions to you, to be 
ſent by our Ship Marlborough that you may be leſs at a Loſs 
va to do if Mr, Griſin did not arrive in time to find you on 
Tart: A . 


ſucceſsſul Commander in Chief, is not apt to 
magnify the Force by which he gained the 
Advantage, and depreciate that of his Enemy. 


Councils of War, as to the Superiority of the 
French Squadron, inſert the following Letter, 


Affair, ſrom Fort St. Davids, ſent to Capt. 
Peyton by a Gentleman of gens Honour. 5 
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they reſolved on going to Madraſs or Fort 
St. David, the Enemy might then have pro- 


 ceeded off the Fryars Hood in order to inter- 


cept the Convoy expected, and if they had 


intercepted it, they might have added the 


Ships taken with the Convoy to their Strength 


already, in the Opinion of the Council of 
War, ſuperior to ours, and by that means 


have put themſelves in a Condition not only 
to have taken Madraſs, but to have made 


themſelves Maſters of all our other Settle- 
ments, Ships of War and Merchant Ships in 


India; in a Word, they reſolved like Wile 


| Men determined not to hazard all, with Odds 

- againſt them, when they thought they had it 
in their Power, by a little Delay not only to 
protect the Settlements and Trade committed 

to their Care, but to annoy the Enemy like- 


wile in all thoſe Points. 
As I doubt not but it will be allowed that 2 


I ſhall, to corroborate the Reſolutions ef the 


giving Mr. Bourdenais own Account of the 


br, 
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5 Aug. 7, 1748. 
Gir, ER 
II am forry the conſtant Hurry I live in 
has prevented my ſeeing you, as I intended, 
but it is impoſſible for me to get afloat with- 


out neglecting ſome very material Buſineſs 
| here. Underneath I ſend a Copy of the 


Letter I told Capt. Vincent I intended to ſhew 
you. as I think our Enemies clear you, I be- 


lieve it will be difficult for our Friends to 
condemn you. My Correſpondent ſays, 1 


« forgot to give you Mr. Bourdonnais Ac- 


« count of his Action with Capt. Peyton ; 
© he ſays, our Ships, Peyton in particular 
fought him gallantly for two Hours and a half; 


= if ours had not failed better than his, he 
ſhould have deſtroyed our whole Squadron, 


being ſo greatly ſuperior. I told him I was 


glad to hear our Countrymen had behaved ſo 


well, and asked what Loſs he had ſuſtained in 


his Fleet ; he ſaid above eighty Men killed, 


beſides wounded ; that he had fifty-ſix killed 


in the Achilles, and received twenty Shot 
fleur D' Eau (ce) ; that the Inſulaire had 


three Shot under Water, and was ſo diſabled 


that he was obliged to ſend her to Bengal im- 
mediately, where ſhe was loſt. On my ſaying 


I was ſurpriſed his Fleet had ſuffered fo much, 
and ours ſo little, and that not one Man was 


killed on board Capt. Peyton's Ship, he ſeem'd 


furprized, and faid, he perceiyed. 7 eftos's 


_—y 


(ee) Between Wind and Water, 


| 
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Ship very leaky ; and added, he took great 


Pains to get to Windward of our Squadron, 


and commends Peyton for not ſuffering him ; 


he ſays he once made Sail on our Ships as they 


were at Anchor, but that when he got with- 


in two Leagues of them, they cut their 


Cables and run from him; he owns the Engli/h 
were better Seamen ; ſays his People were 
brave and would fight well, but that ours 
work'd their Ships better than his could. 


What I have above written is a litteral Copy 
of the Letter ſent me, and as it in great mea- 


ſure juſtifies your Conduct, I thought it 
would be agreeable to you to know it. 1 


Viſh you a quick Paſſage to England, Gee 


'The Charge againſt Capt, Peyton being an- 


ſwered, and I flatter myſelf in ſuch a manner 

as to convince the Reader he wanted neither 
Zeal, Courage, or Conduct, I ſhall obſerve 
that nothing is plainer than that all the ſevere 


Treatment Capt. Peyton met with (which in 
all probability ſnortened his Days) might have 
been prevented, and the Public long ago ſa- 


tisfyed, as to his Conduct, as Capt. Peyton 
obſerved in the following Letter he wrote to 
Mr. Griſſin ſoon after his Suſpenſion and Con- 
finement, if Orders had been ſent to try him 

| in India. a i ee 


Sir, 
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Me diuay Prize, Fort St. David's, Fuly 24, 1748. 
SIX, | 955 

I have received your Favour of the 5th, of 
July, and thank you for your Tenderneſs in 
opening a thing to me you could not believe 
but muſt give me great Concern: I do aſſure 
you, it has given me no Concern for the thing 
itſelf, and would have thank'd them for it, if 
they had done it a Twelve-Month ago, or as 
ſoon as they could after they received my Ac- 
count of that Affair, which they will find Juſter 
and more to the Purpoſe, than any in the 
Power of the Secret Committee to give them : 
But perhaps it is not the Buſineſs of the 

Committee to Repreſent things as they were, 
but as it will ſerve their Turns; however, I 
doubt not but I ſhall be able to make it appear, 

if I live, to all diſintereſted Perſons, that I did 
all in my Power, both as an Officer, and a Man 

of Honour, I muſt Confeſs, I think it an 
Act of great Cruelty to Suſpend and Confine 
me at a Time they muſt know the Ship to be 
near her departure; but I ama Man of ſmall 
Intereſt and therefore may be Oppreſs'd : Their 
 Lordſhips know beſt; but Tſhould have thought 
a Court Martial here on the Spot, (F) where 


.) There could be no Objection to Capt. Peyton's being 
try d in Iadia, for there were Captains ſufficient to have try'd. 

him, even Excluſive of thoſe who were under his command at 
the Time of the Proceedings Objected againſt him; nor was 
there one Commiſſion Officer in the Fleet of his Making, or De- 
pendent upon him. 


R 
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all Evidence on both Sides are at Hand would 
have been beſt: But that would have been too 
great a Fayour; for it may be neceſſary, to 
what end they only know, I ſhould undergo 
Six or Eight Months Impriſonment ft. 

I hope you will ſend home with me, all the 
Captains of the then Squadron as they are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, as well as the Officers of the 
ae at that Time, for my Juſtiſication 


E. Peyton. 


Such was Captain Peyton's own Thoughts 
of the Caſe ; and ſhall conclude with obſerving 
that he was the only Officer brought home to 
be try'd on Suſpicion of Failure of Duty, from 
any Place where there were Captains ſufficient 
to conſtitute a Court Martial, Mr. Leſtocł and 
theCaptains who came home after him excepted; 
for by the Cuſtom of the Navy, as far as I 
4 e ever heard, the Officer accus'd of Miſ- 
conduct has. always been try'd where he was 
ſuppoſed to have fail'd in his Duty, and the 
Reaſonableneſs of ſuch Tryal is evident, becauſe 
the Witneſſes whoſe Evidence muſt either ac- 
quit or condemn him, may be call'd together 
without Expence or loſs of Time, which pre- 
vents a tecious Confinement of the accuſed, 


who may poſſibly be acquitted on a fair Hear- iz 


ing. Mr Leſtoc“ being ſent home to be 
try d, was indeed a moſt reaſonable Thing, 


ſhey d 


V 


24 


— ( — 933 


wt * 


4%: fy 


ſhew'd Generofity and great impartiality in 
Mr. Mathews; becauſe Mr. Mathews was the 
Accuſer, and as the Law ſtood then, muſt have 
been his Judge alſo iſ he had been try'd Abroad 
And as to the Captains who were lent for af- 
terwards, Mr. Lefiock was their Acculer, and 
he being at home, it became abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary 12 ſend for them to anſwer to the 


failure of Duty with which he had chargcd 
them: But leaſt it ſhonld be thought that as 


the Secret Committee deliver'd in the Extracts 


which were the Caule | Captain Peyton's 


_ Suſpenſion and Confinement, they were his Ac 


cuſers, and that it was thereſore as neceſſary to 


lend for him home to anſwer to their Accu- 


ſation, as it was to ſend for the othergto anſwer 
to Mr. Leſtock's: J ſhall obſerve, that although 


the Secret Committee did deliver in ide 


Extracts, yet they did not pretend to have 
any Knowledge of Capt. Peyton's Tranſactions 


5 from thoſe; Nor did they deſire he ſhould 


be brought to a Try al, but ſubmitted the Ex- 
tracts to their J. ordſhi p's Conſideration, as the 


only Account that ever came to their Hands: 
And it was on their Lord ſhips Conſideration orf 
them that Captain Peyton was ſuſpended and 

confined ; therefore it was not the Secret Com- 


mittee, but the Writers of the Letters from 


which theſe Extracts were taken, that were 
bis Accuſers, and thoſe Men wee in India. 
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SUPPLEMENT, 


Hui given a genuine Account of Captain 
Heytou's Conduct while he commanded 
his Majeſty's Squadron in the Eaſl-Iudies, I 
flatter myſelf, that it will, by all diſpaſſionate 
and diſintereſted Readers, be approved; and 
he allowed to have acted, from the Time of 
his ſuccceding to the Command, to that of his 
Confinement, in ſo prudent a Manner, both 
for his Majeſty? s Service, and his own Juſtifi- 
cation, as not to have given the leaſt Ground 
to ſuſpect his want of Zeal, or any Qualifica- 
tion required, and expected from a Comman- 
der in Chief: For we find he engaged the Enemy 
at great Diſadvantage ; his Ship being very 
Leaky, and continued the Attack he made, 
till the Night put an End to the Battle. In 
what manner he maintain'd the Fight, a gal- 
lant Enemy having declared, I need not ſay: 

After the Engagement, he took not one Step 
without the Advice, and nnanimous Concur- 
rence of the Captains under his Command; and 
the Councils of War, giving the Reaſons which 
determined their iubfequentCondudt, evince ſuch 
Conduct the Reſult of a deliberate Conſideration 
and ſound judgment: as a contray procedure, 
conhidering theCondition of the reſpectiveSqua- 
drons, mult have been cenſured as very raſh; for, 
in all probab dility, it would have proved the De= 
fir Action Of Xl at, under Captain Peyion's Com- 


mug 


mand, and the loſs of the expected Convoy ! 
But I think the Zaſi-1n4ia Company, by their 
not proceeding to ſhew their Suggeſtions (for 
they brought no dire& Charge) were well 
grounded, ſufficiently Juſtifies Captain Pey- 
ton, tis evident they wanted not Time for 


The Action was 25 June, 1746. N Space of Time between theſe E- 
Capt. Peyton died 26 Of. 1749. F wents 3 Tears 4 eln. 
Capt. Peyton wrote to the Ad- | 
miralty 28 Now. 1746. from 1 
Calcutta. Which muſt have | . 
got to the Admiralty by May I Sa that his Laike muſt have got 
following, 7. e. 1747. > to the Admiralty 7 Months 
Secreet Committee Letter in- | N the Complaint. 
cloſing the Extracts was ſent | OO 
to the Admiralty 8 Decem- | 
ber, following. 5 
Governor of Fort St. David's 
Letter totheEa#-lndiaComp | So that the firſt 1 was - 
came to their Hands 28th Months 11 Days and the other 
April, 1747. 3 Months 5 Days 1 in the Eaff 
Mr. Morſe's, zd Sept. 1747. | India Company's hands before 
Sec. Comm. Letter incloſed the | the Gen a made. 2 
Extracts, 8th Sept. 1747. 


| 
| 

Gore of Fort S7. David ö o that the Eaft-India Company 
I 


. | 7 had 2 Years 6 Months Time ta 
Houſe d 7 Caf !-India have collected their Witneſs, 
oule, .28 A 1747 and had not one to appear 
Capt. Peyton died 2604. 1749 auen preſi'd for Tryal. 
The Admiralty 1 two Years 
five Months to have brought 


Admitting Capt. 8 Letter 
| him to a Tryal had they 


to have arrived at the Ad- 
mualty in May, 1747. 

He died 26 Ogtoter, 1749. Brett Objeation ha his 
He was Suſpended; 7 Ju 971 748.) Vas in 3 15 Months | 
Died Oæober 26 1749. 5 21 De 

Te arrived faly SHE 1749 T hey Fj pave Months Time to 


SpMthead, have fix'd a Da Y Tryal, 
Di 4 20 Oder, ditto, and did not. af | 
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